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of the questions now existent in the field of international law and 
diplomatic action and pressing for settlement cannot do better than to 
thoroughly acquaint himself with these volumes, covering as they do the 
normal attitude of states — the peaceful one. 

Jackson H. Ralston. 



Le Droit International, Les Principes, Les Theories, Les Faits. By 
Ernest Nys. Three volumes (Vol. 3 in two parts). Albert Fonte- 
moing, Paris, France, publisher. 

The present year concludes this important publication, its distin- 
guished author having already marked his career by the production of 
valuable contributions to what we may now fairly call the science of 
international law, many appearing in the Eevue de Droit International, 
of which he is an editor. 

The work opens with a philosophic discussion of the origin and growth 
of international law, following its development as parallel with that of 
civilization. Everywhere he recognizes that the last word has not been 
said, the science growing with the growth of communities. 

Mr. Nys follows with a historical review of the work of the authors 
who successively have contributed to the development of the science, then 
discusses the ancient and modern conception of a state, its recognition, 
and states as sovereign or non-sovereign entities. The bases and modes 
of formation of the law receive full and interesting discussion as well 
as the attempts to codify it. The bibliography of the subject is given 
adequate review. 

An important section is devoted to the discussion of states, their 
characteristics, the theory of nationalities, their classification and 
extinction. 

The territory of a state as to its frontiers, its waters, lakes, rivers, 
straits, canals — its littorals and aerial control, conclude the work of 
the first volume. 

The second volume opens with a treatment of the manner of acquisi- 
tion of territory, sovereignty over colonies and non-civilized regions, 
following with control of international waters. The laws of the high 
seas receive thorough discussion, after which is given an important dis- 
quisition upon the essential rights of .states, members of the international 
society, with relation to each other, while diplomatic and consular rights 
and privileges are carefully examined. 

The third volume (in two parts) discusses negotiations, conferences, 
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congresses, treaties, and the amicable solution of differences, following 

with the incidents and laws of war. Neutrality and the rights and 

duties of neutrals receive full consideration, the work terminating 

naturally with the conclusion of peace. 

This review, necessarily imperfect, may serve to furnish some idea 

of the scope of this important work, but does not do justice to its 

philosophic spirit. The writer has made a contribution of great value 

to the student of international law. 

Jackson H. Ealston. 



A Treatise on the Law of Naturalization of the United States. By 
Frederick Van Dyne, LL. M. Washington: Frederick Van Dyne. 
1907. 

The author of this work now occupies an important post in the Ameri- 
can consular service. Three years ago, while holding the position of 
assistant solicitor of the Department of State, he published a work on 
Citizenship of the United States, a work which was at the time highly 
commended by competent critics and which those who have since used 
it have found to be an excellent manual. It was natural that Mr. Van 
Dyne should follow up his volume on citizenship with a treatise on 
naturalization. The two topics, though distinct, are so closely related, 
and so constantly blend, the one into the other, that they may be said 
scientifically to form component parts of one entire subject. 

Mr. Van Dyne remarks in his preface that 

one of the most creditable achievements of the administration of President 
Roosevelt was the reformation of our naturalization laws. 

Under the previously existing statutes, enacted more than a hundred 
years ago, when the population of the country was less than four millions 
and the number of immigrants small, the safeguards provided against 
fraud were slight, and as immigration increased they came to be less and 
less effective. Spurious certificates were so easily obtained and so shame- 
lessly employed that the matter became a public scandal. Year after 
year Presidents brought it to the attention of Congress; but it was not 
till 1905 that a remedial step was taken. In that year, on the sugges- 
tion, it is understood, of the Honorable Oscar S. Straus, now Secretary 
of Commerce and Labor, who in his two terms of service as minister to 
Turkey had had ample experience of the evils of lax naturalization, 
President Eoosevelt appointed a commission to investigate the subject 



